[1] 1949 (Map) 

Header: NATO’s Birth 

April 4, 1949 - NATO is founded when 12 nations -- the United States, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and the United Kingdom -- signed the North Atlantic Treaty, establishing the collective security alliance. 

Text for link: Text of North Atlantic Treaty 

Link: http://www.nato.int/docu/basictxt/treaty.htm 

[2] 1951 

Header: Eisenhower Tapped to Lead 

Dec. 20, 1951 - The North Atlantic Council, NATO’s governing body, appoints U.S. Army Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower to be NATO’s first Supreme Allied Commander Europe. 

Nato: The Pace Quickens

http://www.nato.int/archives/1st5years/chapters/4.htm#g 


 

[3] 1952 (Map) 

Header: The Alliance Expands 

Feb. 18, 1952 – Four years after the alliance’s founding members endorsed the original North Atlantic Treaty, NATO expands its borders to include Greece and Turkey during the organization’s first round of enlargement. 

Nato History: 1952

http://www.nato.int/docu/update/50-59/1952e.htm 

[4] 1955 (Map) 

Header: Further Enlargement 

May 6, 1955 – In the second round of expansion, NATO admits the Federal Republic of Germany as a member nation when German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer signs accession documents at the summit in Paris. Later that month, the Warsaw Pact -- which NATO later referred to as “the source of the military confrontation of the Cold War period” -- formed.

Nato History: 1955

http://www.nato.int/docu/update/50-59/1955e.htm 

 
 

[5] 1967 
Header: New Headquarters Opens its Doors 

Oct. 16, 1967 - NATO opens its new headquarters building in Brussels, Belgium, which continues to serve both as the political headquarters of the alliance and the permanent home of the North Atlantic Council. The headquarters staffs some 3,150 full-time employees, and houses permanent representatives and national delegations, the secretary general and the international staff, and other key personnel. 

Nato History: Headquarters

http://www.nato.int/docu/handbook/2001/hb1001.htm
 
[6] 1982 (Map) 

Header: NATO Welcomes Spain 
June 5, 1982 – Spain becomes NATO’s 16th member nation in a move that reflects the organization “linking free countries, inspired by shared values of pluralistic democracy, individual liberty, human dignity, self-determination and the rule of law,” according to the NATO Web site.  
NATO History: 1982

http://www.nato.int/docu/update/80-89/1982e.htm 

 

[7] 1991 
Header: Dismantling of the Warsaw Pact 

Feb. 25, 1991 - Representatives of the six countries of the Warsaw Pact -- communist Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland and the German Democratic Republic -- convene in Budapest to announce the breakup of its military structure, which leads to the dissolution of the pact months later. NATO describes the Pact as having been the mechanism that bound Eastern Europe to the will of the Soviet military leadership. 

NATO History: February 1991

http://www.nato.int/docu/update/1991/9102e.htm 
[8] 1994 
Header: Partnership for Peace 

Jan. 10, 1994 - NATO launches Partnership for Peace, a program that sought to stabilize Eastern Europe by extending conditions-based invitations to aspiring member countries. The partnership required prospective members to demonstrate transparency of military spending, civilian control over military forces and a willingness to contribute to NATO missions, among other stipulations. 

Partnership for Peace: Aim and Scope

http://www.nato.int/docu/handbook/2001/hb030201.htm 

The Partnership for Peace: Overview

http://www.nato.int/issues/pfp/index.html  


 

[9] 1995 

Header: Operation Deliberate Force 

Aug. 30, 1995 – NATO launches Operation Deliberate Force, a series of air operations against Bosnian Serb forces that threatened “safe areas” established by the UN within Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Changing World Leads to NATO’S Transformation 

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=49434&449434=20080402 

Operation Deliberate Force (photo in AF News story)

http://www.af.mil/news/airman/0397/lake.htm 
 

 
[10] 1999 (Map)

Header: NATO Adds Three Members, Begins Operation Allied Force

March 24, 1999 – About a week after adding the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland to its ranks, NATO intervened in the Kosovo War by launching Operation Allied Force, an intensive air operation against Serb targets in the the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The 11-week bombing campaign ended when Yugoslavian leader Slobodan Milošević agreed to NATO’s demands by accepting UN resolution 1244. 

Defenselink Kosovo Special

http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/kosovo/

Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland celebrate 10 years in NATO
http://www.nato.int/docu/update/2009/03-march/e0313b.html
[11] 2003 

Header: NATO Takes Lead Role in Afghanistan 

Aug. 11, 2003 - NATO assumes strategic command, control and coordination of the International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan, marking the organization’s first major military operation outside Europe. 

NATO Assumes Command of the Peacekeeping Force in Afghanistan 
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=28621 

NATO in Afghanistan Fact Sheet

http://www.nato.int/issues/afghanistan/040628-factsheet.htm 

NATO Grows with Afghanistan Experience http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=49433&449433=20080402 

ISAF soldiers meet with Afghan citizens in Kandahar, southern Afghanistan.

http://www.nato.int/isaf/media/photo/2008/phw/080505/b080505.jpg 
 
[12] 2004 (Map) 

Header: Seven Countries Join Alliance 

April 2, 2004 – In the largest expansion in its history, NATO accepted the membership of Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Romania. The accession of the countries demonstrates that “freedom is irrepressible,” NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer says at the ceremony. 

Seven new members join NATO

http://www.nato.int/docu/update/2004/03-march/e0329a.htm 
[13] 2006 
Header: NATO Sees Afghan Role Expand 

Oct. 5, 2006 – NATO takes the lead for international military operations throughout Afghanistan and the alliance the following month announces plans to deploy thousands more troops in the south. 

NATO Takes Lead for Operations Throughout Afghanistan

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=1462 

NATO in Afghanistan Fact Sheet

http://www.nato.int/issues/afghanistan/040628-factsheet.htm 

NATO Grows with Afghanistan Experience http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=49433&449433=20080402 

ISAF Troop

http://www.defenseimagery.mil/imagery.html#a=search&s=nato%20afghtanistan&chk=6cfe0&guid=f3d5fdd628aae14d7f6727ea84f75ffac78541e6 
 

[14] 2008 

Header: NATO Urges End to Russia-Georgia Conflict 

Aug. 8, 2008 - Conflict between the former Soviet Republic of Georgia and the Russian Federation erupts, marking the first Moscow-led offensive since the end of the Cold War. Later that month, the North Atlantic Council strongly urges Russia to “take immediate action to withdraw its troops” and NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer suspends NATO-Russia military cooperation, saying, “we…cannot continue with business as usual… as long as Russia does not commit to the principles upon which we agreed to base our relationship.” 

Russian Invasion of Georgia Shattered Old Assumptions, Prompts New Concerns 

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=53643 

Russian Behavior in Georgia Isolates Moscow, Rice Says at NATO Meeting

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=50864 

[15] 2009 

Header: 60th Anniversary and Summit 

April 4, 2009 – Three days after admitting Albania and Croatia as its 27th and 28th members, NATO marks its 60th anniversary amid its summit to take place April 3 and 4 in Strasbourg, France, and Kehl, Germany. Agenda items are expected to include NATO operations in Afghanistan and Kosovo, alliance enlargement, NATO-Russia relations and arms control, among other topics. 

NATO 60th Official Web Site

http://www.nato.int/60years/index.html  

NATO Brings Albania, Croatia Into Security Alliance Fold 

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=53759
