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Full Name: Rodolfo Garcia

Designation/Rank:  Aviation Boatswain’s Mate Aircraft Handler First Class

Status: U.S. Navy, Reserve

Hometown: San Antonio Texas

Current Command: Navy Operation Support Center San Antonio, Texas
Previous commands: 

· Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron (HM-15), Corpus Christi, Texas
· Commander, Fleet Air, Western Pacific, Grand Prairie, Texas
· USS Tarawa (LHA 1)

Injury type:  

Traumatic Brain Injury

Date of injury:  Aug. 15, 2009

Goals:

To become a teacher or coach
Warrior Games events:

· Shooting: 10M Air Pistol

· Sitting Volleyball
· Wheelchair Basketball

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate Aircraft Handler First Class Rodolfo Garcia
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Aviation Boatswain’s Mate Aircraft Handler First Class Rodolfo Garcia joined the Navy on Aug. 17, 1987.

After three years of active-duty service that included a western Pacific deployment aboard the USS Tarawa (LHA 1) ABH1 Garcia transferred to the Navy Reserve.

On November 10, 1990, ABH1 Garcia began drilling with Commander, Fleet Air, Western Pacific (COMFAIRWESTPAC), Grand Prairie, Texas until he transferred to Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron Fifteen (HM-15), Corpus Christi, Texas in 1995. In 2007 he was mobilized for a six-month deployment to Bahrain. He is currently assigned to Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC) San Antonio, Texas.

It was while he was at home in San Antonio, Texas on leave to spend time with his family that he experienced the first symptoms that something was wrong. While brushing his teeth he became dizzy and after notifying his wife that he didn’t feel well he lost consciousness. He was diagnosed as having suffered a stroke and today, on a daily basis, he has to deal with the partial paralysis of this left side and bouts of vertigo.

ABH1 Garcia credits his wife and his children as his motivation for his recovery and dedication to his workouts and training. He wants to be an example to them not to ever give up on themselves and to give 100 percent to everything they do. His enthusiasm for competing in the Warrior Games comes from his desire to meet other Wounded Warriors and to represent his service during the competition. 
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1-877-746-8563


        safeharbor@navy.mil
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