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Full Name: Andrew Kyle Johnson

Designation/Rank:  Aviation Structural Mechanic Second Class
Status:  U.S. Navy, Reserve
Hometown: San Antonio, Texas
Current Command: Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 
(VR-59), Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth, Texas
Previous commands:  

· Strike Fighter Squadron One Two Five (VFA-125), NAS Lemoore, California 
· Fleet Air Resonance Squadron Four (VQ-4), Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma
Injury type:  

· Traumatic Brain Injury
Date of injury:  May 19, 2009
Warrior Games events:

· Sitting Volleyball
· Sitting Basketball
· Ultimate Warrior
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Aviation Structural Mechanic Second Class Andrew Kyle Johnson

“Every man dies, not every man truly lives.” William Wallis, Braveheart

Aviation Structure Mechanic Second Class Andrew Johnson enlisted in the Navy at the San Antonio Military Entrance Processing Command in May 1999. He went through boot camp at the Recruit Training Command (RTC) Great Lakes, Ill., where, due to his determination and dedication to his duties, he received a meritorious promotion to E-3 upon gradation. Following boot camp he went to Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fl., for technical training in aviation structures and hydraulics. 

AM2 Johnson’s first duty station was at Naval Air Station Lemoore, Cal, with Strike Fighter Squadron One Two Five (VFA-125), the Rough Raiders. There he learned the ins and outs of the F/A-18 aircraft as a Plane Captain and as an Airframe Technician. As a Plane Caption he went on missions aboard aircraft carriers such as the USS Constellation (CV 64), USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), and USS Ronald Regan (CVN 76). While serving with the VFA-125 he was promoted to the rank of E-4.

In October 2001 AM2 Johnson transferred to Fleet Air Resonance Squadron Four (VQ-4) at Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma. There he learned the E-6A aircraft and became Shop Supervisor. In July 2004, AM2 Johnson joined the Navy Reserve and served with the Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VR) 59, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth, Texas. 
On April 26, 2009, while on detachment traveling to Japan, a fall down a flight of stairs lead to AM2 Johnson’s diagnoses of a brain tumor. Less than a month later, on May 19, he underwent a 14-hour surgery to debulk the tumor. The surgery left him confined to a wheelchair, without the use of his right leg and right arm. It was later determined he had stage three cancer. He spent two months at Walter Reed Army Medical Center before being transferred to the VA Polytrauma Rehabilitation Center, Richmond, Va. Through physical therapy at the VA hospital and later at the Brooke Army Medical Center, San Antonio, Texas, he was able to regain strength to walk again. 
His battle the cancer is not over. He has been through radiation treatment and expects to begin chemotherapy soon. Despite his ongoing battle, he is looking forward to the physical challenges that the Warrior Games will provide. 
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