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Full Name: James William “Will” Wilson

Designation/Rank:  Master Chief Aviation Ordnanceman
Status:  U.S. Navy, Retired
Hometown: Lomita, California
Current Occupation: Management Analyst for the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training, Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla.
Previous commands:  

· Patrol Squadron Forty Nine (VP-49) and Patrol Squadron Five (VP-5), Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Fla.
· Survival Evasion, Resistance and Escape (SERE) School East, Naval Air Station  Brunswick, Maine
· Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron (VAQ-33), Naval Air Station, Key West, Fla.
· Naval Air Station Memphis, Tenn.
· Sea Control Squadron Two Four (VS-24) and Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department (AIMD), Naval Air Station Cecil Field, Fla.
· Carrier Air Wing Seventeen (CVW-17) and Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic, Norfolk, Va.
· Naval Air Station Whiting Field, Fla.
· USS John F. Kennedy (CV 67) 

· USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74)

· USS George Washington (CVN 73) 

· USS Enterprise (CVN 65)
Injury type:  

· Lower Body Impairment
Date of injury:  May 2003
Warrior Games events:

· Cycling: 20K Road Race
· Shooting: 10M Air Rifle (Standing)
· Shooting: 10M Air Rifle (Prone)

· Sitting Volleyball
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Retired Master Chief Aviation Ordnanceman James “Will” Wilson was raised in Lomita, Calif., just south of Los Angeles and entered naval service in January 1977. He honorably served for 32 years before retiring in 2009.  

Master Chief Wilson served with a variety of commands including Patrol Squadron Forty Nine (VP-49) and Patrol Squadron Five (VP-5), Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Fla.; as an instructor for the Navy’s elite Survival Evasion, Resistance and Escape (SERE) School East, Naval Air Station  Brunswick, Maine; Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron (VAQ-33), Naval Air Station Key West, Fla.; Senior Small Arms and Marksmanship Instructor, Naval Air Station Memphis, Tenn.;  Sea Control Squadron Two Four (VS-24) and Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department (AIMD), Naval Air Station Cecil Field, Fla.; Senior Enlisted Ordnance Specialist for Commander, Carrier Air Wing Seventeen (CVW-17) and Senior Enlisted representative for Commander,  Naval Air Force Atlantic, Norfolk, Va.; and finally, Senior Enlisted Advisor (SEA) for the Aviation Ordnance Officer Career Progression Course, Naval Air Station Whiting Field, Fla.  Master Chief Wilson served tours aboard the USS John F. Kennedy (CV 67), USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), USS George Washington (CVN 73), and USS Enterprise (CVN 65) aircraft carriers.
Master Chief Wilson is a graduate of Excelsior college of New York and is designated a personal fitness trainer through the Cooper Institute, Dallas, Texas.  He served as the Command Fitness Coordinator for numerous activities and.  Always an avid athlete, Master Chief Wilson has completed numerous triathlons including the 2009 Florida Ironman.  

Seriously injured aboard the USS Enterprise in May of 2003 where he broke his neck and both legs, ultimately losing his right leg below the knee, Master Chief Wilson began the long road back to recovery.  Due to the serious damage to his right leg, he chose amputation in December 2007 and has not stopped his return to a full schedule of athletics ever since. After long periods of hospitalization and rehabilitation at Portsmouth Naval Hospital, Va., and Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, DC, Master Chief Wilson has beat the odds and now competes in a full regimen of athletics.

Wilson resides in Pensacola Florida with his wife Gannie and their two children, Bear (15) and McKenna (13).  

Master Chief Wilson has a favorite Latin phrase he has learned to live by “nver redono” which translates to Never Give Up!
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