
 


	Name: Athlete Matt Bilancia 
	Bio Snapshot: Name: 
Matt Bilancia
 
Hometown:
Pequannock, N.J.
 
Rank:
Senior Airman, Retired
 
AFSC:
2A651B (Aerospace Propulsions)
 
Unit: 
355th Component Maintenance Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, N.M.
 
Injury Type:
TBI - Knee, tibia, shoulder, clavicle, seizures
 
Date of Injury:
July 21, 2002
 
Goals:
To start a non-profit that I can help other disabled veterans become successful in achieving their recovery.
	Pulled Quote: "By being an inspiration to them along with keeping them motivated, I too can continue in an active recovery of my own injuries."
	Photo caption: Matt Bilancia worked as Aerospace Propulsions technician for the 355th Component Maintenance Squadron at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, N.M. before his injury on July 21, 2002.
	Main Bio: Matt Bilancia worked as Aerospace Propulsions technician for the 355th Component Maintenance Squadron at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, N.M. before his injury on July 21, 2002. As a member of the 355th CMS, Matt troubleshooted and repaired avionics, navigation, computer, electronic warfare, and photographic equipment. He also calibrated test, measurement and diagnostic equipment, and completed maintenance on aircraft accessory systems supporting seven flying squadrons comprised of A/OA-10, EC-130H, HC-130P, and HH-60E combat and training aircraft.

Bilancia, a New Jersey native, shattered his right knee in July 2002 when his motorcycle was rear-ended by a car. Every ligament in his knee was damaged, and he was medically separated from the service in 2004. He sought treatment to repair his leg through the Veterans Affairs health system. After eight surgeries, his entire leg eventually became septic, and doctors told him he might never play sports again.  

Bilancia said he wants to start a non-profit organization to help other disabled veterans achieve success on their road to recovery.

"By being an inspiration to them along with keeping them motivated, I too can continue in an active recovery of my own injuries," he said. 

	Footer:                                                                                              U.S. Army Warrior Transition Command (WTC)
                                                                                                          www.wtc.armylive.dodlive.mil


