Frequently Asked Questions
DoD “Feds Feed Families” Food Drive 2011 Campaign

How can I help support Feds Feed Families where I work?
There are many ways you can help! Bring in your donations, talk about Feds Feed Families with your co-workers, attend Feds Feed Families organizational events to show your support, and volunteer to help your organization on collection days. Contact your agency coordinator for more information. 
What can I donate?
Non-perishable food items are needed by area Food Banks.  For suggestions on desired donations, download the Most Wanted List [image: PDF file][66 KB] and start shopping. The Most Wanted List reflects items needed by the Capital Area Food Bank, which services the Washington DC National Capital Region. In most cases, these same non-perishable food items are needed by most local area Food Banks throughout the nation. If you live outside the National Capital Region and have questions regarding non-perishable food items, please contact the local area Food Banks in your location.  (Attached is a sample listing of some local area Food Banks located in various parts of the nation)
[bookmark: 1]What else can I do to help people in need?
While the Feds Feed Families Food Drive is a great campaign, think about helping those in need throughout the year. Find service opportunities across the country through United We Serve, www.serve.gov.
[bookmark: 2]Will your local area Food Banks accept pet food?
Yes, in many cases, local area Food Banks will accept pet food donations. In the Washington DC National Capital Region, the Capital Area Food Bank forwards pet food donations to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA).  You may want to check with your local area Food Bank for specific details on how they distribute pet food donations.  
[bookmark: 3]Will the area Food Banks accept school supplies?
Yes, in many cases local area Food Banks will accept school supplies. In the Washington DC National Capital Region, the Capital Area Food Bank uses school supplies with its Kids Café program, which provides free meals to low-income children in areas where they can get involved in educational, recreational, and social activities.  If you’re outside the Washington DC National Capital Region, please contact your local area Food Bank for information on donation of school supplies.

[bookmark: 4]What do area Food Banks need?
For suggestions on desired donations, please check with your local area Food Banks.  However, download the Most Wanted List [image: PDF file][66 KB] and start shopping.  The attached lists represents basic staples needed by local area Food Banks throughout the nation as well as the Capital Area Food Bank in the Washington DC National Capital Region.
[bookmark: 5]Can I drop off food on dates other than the specific dues dated listed on this website?
Yes, you can drop off donations throughout June, July, and August 2011. Contact your local organization’s coordinator for the specific dates at your location.  If you need assistance in identifying your organization’s coordinator, please email DoDFedsFeedFamilies@cpms.osd.mil.
[bookmark: 6]Can the general public participate in this food drive?
Yes. If you are not affiliated with a DoD or federal agency, contact 
DoDFedsFeedFamilies@cpms.osd.mil.
[bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8]Can peanut butter and peanut products be donated?
Yes, peanut butter and peanut products can be donated.
Are there any types of food you do not accept?
[bookmark: 9]Food banks usually cannot accept perishable food items. If you have a question about the acceptability of an item you're considering donating, contact your organization coordinator.  If you have difficulty identifying their name, please email DoDFedsFeedFamilies@cpms.osd.mil.
Can I donate cash?
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) regulations provide that the CFC is the only monetary solicitation in the Federal workplace on behalf of charities. We hope you will, nevertheless, consider being part of the effort by bringing in non-perishable food.
[bookmark: 11]Are you accepting corporate partners/sponsors?
This is a federal food drive organized by the Chief Human Capital Officers (CHCO) Council in partnership with the US Office of Personnel Management (OPM), Department of Defense (DOD), and US Department of Agriculture (USDA). 


[bookmark: 12]Why is the federal government doing this? Isn't this something that should be a private matter?
Federal employees are generous members of everyone's community. This is a voluntary effort to for Federal employees to give back to their community by helping those in need during these tough economic times. 
[bookmark: 13]Why is this campaign limited to 3 months?
During the summer months, food banks traditionally encounter lulls in the level of giving due to holidays and other demands on donors' time. This year, the surge in demand coupled with a drop in donations has literally emptied food pantries' shelves heading into the summer months. To help the food pantries stock up to meet critical needs for their services, the DoD is helping by collecting non-perishable food donations during the months of June, July, and August.  
[bookmark: 14]What authority does DoD have to do a food drive?
The Feds Feed Families food drive is voluntary. It was organized by the Chief Human Capital Officers (CHCO) Council in partnership with the US Office of Personnel Management, Department of Defense (DoD), and the US Department of Agriculture (USDA).  
[bookmark: 15]Is there a Twitter Feed or Facebook Page for the Feds Feed Families campaign?
Yes, we are using both Facebook and Twitter for this year's campaign. Please "Like" us on Facebook at Feds Feed Families and follow us on Twitter at FedFoodDrive. We tweet campaign activities at least once a day and would love to have our followers tweet information about their activities.
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