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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Honorable William M. “Mac” Thornberry
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

	Enclosed is a report on the implementation plan for modernizing the military retirement system.  Section 635 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016, (Public Law 114-92), requires the Secretaries of the Uniformed Services to submit to the congressional defense committees the plan to implement a modernized retirement system (what we have termed the “Blended Retirement System”) effective January 1, 2018.

	My office is taking the lead role and working closely with the Uniformed Services, the Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board, and other stakeholders in all areas including developing policy, providing education, establishing new business processes, making changes to existing information technology systems, and providing routine and consistent strategic communications.  We are committed to successfully implementing the Blended Retirement System and are engaged in a multi-front approach to ensure the system remains on track and implementation occurs on time.  

	A similar letter is being provided to the other appropriate committees as delineated per section 635(d).

Sincerely,




	Brad Carson
	Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Defense 
	   for Personnel and Readiness, Performing 
	   the Duties of the Principal Deputy Under 
	   Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
	   Readiness)

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Adam Smith
Ranking Member
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